
Ryan Ranch Medical Group
is pleased to announce the addition of

Lellivi Carmen, M.D.

Tel Franklin, MD • Gerald Carnazzo, MD • Lola Steinbaum, MD
Evangelina Martinez, MD • Barbara MacFarlane, MD

Harry Nervino, MD • Luanne Carlson, D.O. • Lellivi Carmen, MD

Dr. Lellivi Carmen is board 

certified in family medicine

ACCEPTING NEW

PATIENTS AS OF JAN. 26th
Open Monday-Saturday

most insurance plans accepted

same day appointments

(831) 647-3190
2 Upper Ragsdale Drive,
Suite B110
Monterey, CA 93940

(831) 300-1755
Downtown Monterey
337 El Dorado St., Suite B1
Monterey, CA 93940ryanranchmedicalgroup.com
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B y   A M Y   E .   W E S T
Herald Staff Writer

When Carmel’s Dave and
Wendy Banks met in the
1960s, they talked about
joining the Peace Corps.
What they didn’t realize was
it would take them more
than four decades to make it
happen.

After marrying, raising
kids and retiring, they said
to each other, “You know
what we talked about long

ago? Maybe we should try
it.”

The retired couple
returned to Carmel in 2010
after spending more than
two years in Tanzania, edu-
cating villagers about HIV
prevention, biology and
English.

Surprisingly, they inte-
grated well into the Tanza-
nian culture.

Dave and Wendy Banks teach villagers during Peace Corps experience

Tanzania mission fulfills
dream for Carmel couple

See www.travelblog.org/Bloggers/Banks-Duo to read
about Dave and Wendy Banks’ Peace Corps experience

Please see Banks page A9
   REG REGALADO/Herald Correspondent

Dave and Wendy Banks were
finally able to serve as Peace
Corps volunteers.

B y   S T E V E N   T H O M M A ,   D A V I D 
 L I G H T M A N   a n d   G I N A   S M I T H

McClatchy Newspapers

CHARLESTON, S.C. — Newt Gin-
grich surged to a landslide victory in
the South Carolina Republican pri-
mary Saturday, a stunning come-
from-behind upset that shook the con-
test for the party’s presidential
nomination.

Mitt Romney came in second, a
crushing loss for the one-time front-
runner, his hopes dashed for a quick

and triumphant march toward the
title.

With 94 percent of precincts report-
ing, Gingrich had 40 percent, Romney
had 27 percent, Rick Santorum had 17
percent, and Ron Paul had 13 percent.

Gingrich, the former congressman
from Georgia and speaker of the
House of Representatives from 1995
to 1999, stormed into the lead in five
fast-paced days punctuated by his
commanding performances in two
debates.

Romney, the former governor of
Massachusetts, finished a disappoint-
ing second after watching his double-
digit lead in state polls evaporate amid
charges that he’s a wealthy corporate
raider with something to hide in off-
shore bank accounts and personal tax
records that he’s declined to disclose.

Former Pennsylvania Sen. Rick
Santorum finished a distant third as
social conservatives refused to rally

Gingrich rallies for big win
                               MATT ROURKE/Associated Press

Newt Gingrich speaks during a South
Carolina Republican presidential
primary rally on Saturday.

2012
Election

South Carolina: Ex-speaker rides momentum from debates into primary

Please see Gingrich page A9

Next GOP debate
➤ What: GOP candidates’

debate
➤ When: 6 p.m. Monday
➤ Where: University of South

Florida, Tampa, Fla.
➤ Television: NBC

H E R A L D   Q U E S T I O N
O F   T H E   D A Y

How do you feel about
Newt Gingrich’s primary
victory in South Carolina?
❏  Happy                                   
❏  Unhappy                               
❏  I don’t care

Go to: montereyherald.com
to place your vote
Herald surveys are unscientific

RMC’s invoices to the county
Water Resources Agency are
available under the Board of
Supervisors’ supplemental agenda

for Tuesday. To view them, see
www.co.monterey.ca.us/cob.

B y   J I M   J O H N S O N
Herald Staff Writer  

A review of bills from RMC Water
and Environment for work on the ill-
fated regional desalination project
raises a number of questions, includ-
ing exactly what the county would be
getting for its money.

In addition to listing nearly $700,000
of charges for work on the project
from early January through late
August 2011, RMC’s
invoices to the county
Water Resources
Agency include a long
list of tasks and other
items for which the
project manager is
seeking payment.

But it’s not clear
what portion of the
work is being charged to the county
water agency because the invoices
include tasks done for all three project
partners: the county, California Ameri-
can Water and Marina Coast Water
District.

The $400 million desal project was
intended to provide a replacement
source of water for Peninsula custom-
ers facing a state-ordered cutback in
pumping from the Carmel River by
2016.

RMC’s unpaid bills represent the
bulk of about $1.43 million in project-
related charges the agency is asking to
pay through a Cal Am credit line. A
formal request to lift a cap on borrow-
ing from the company is scheduled to

RMC desal
bills fuzzy
on work

for county

Please see Bills page A9

W A T E R

Water from
the sea

Invoices include
tasks for other

project partners

Whale of a time

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    DAVID ROYAL/The Herald

K
im Rogers, a CSU Monterey Bay student majoring in environmental science technology and policy, waves to children
while dressed in a whale costume on Saturday at Whalefest Monterey 2012 on Fisherman’s Wharf. Proceeds from the

event benefit nonprofit marine organizations.

B y   L A R R Y   P A R S O N S
Herald Staff Writer

The first Friday of every month
finds most, if not all, the mayors of
Monterey County getting together
for what could be called a very
“yer honor”-able lunch.

The 90-minute meetings of the
12 members of the Monterey
County Mayors’ Association rotate
monthly through each of the coun-
ty’s 12 cities in a neat scheduling
symmetry.

Carmel Mayor Sue McCloud,
who has been a member for a

dozen years, calls it a casual gath-
ering where the city leaders usu-
ally receive a briefing on what’s
happening in Sacramento and in
county government, hear a
speaker and discuss issues of
mutual municipal interest.

“The only power is . . . to build
networks, share resources, get to
know who everybody is and what
our concerns are,” said McCloud.

But the association recently

provided a launching pad for a
push by six Peninsula cities to
form a new government entity to
take a leading role in the long,
drawn-out battle to develop a new
water supply project for the Penin-
sula, which is under orders to
sharply reduce Carmel River
pumping.

Occasionally, the mayors’ asso-
ciation takes a position on a coun-
tywide or state issue. And it has —
out of solidarity with the Peninsula
and its tourism industry — played
a role in the Peninsula water
battle.

In 2009, the mayors’ group
urged the state water board to
ease off on a proposed order on
Carmel River pumping, citing “the
public health, safety and welfare of
the Peninsula communities.”

The group’s letterhead, which
features a dozen city seals down
the left margin, offers a more
potent show of unity than individ-
ual communiques from each city,
she said.

The group also has worked to

Please see Mayors page A9

Inside
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Mayors’ group keeps it casual, most of the time
County’s 12 city leaders gather regularly to discuss issues and compare ideas
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If you go
➤ What: Dave and Wendy

Banks talk about their
experience with the Peace
Corps at a meeting hosted
by the Carmel Residents
Association.

➤ When: 4:45 p.m. Thursday
➤ Where: Vista Lobos meeting

room, on Torres Street
between Third and Fourth
avenues

➤ Information: 626-1610

“If you have gray hair,
you’re in,” said Dave Banks,
70, a retired pharmacist.

Their Tanzanian village of
about 1,000 people not only
respected their elders, but
also respected the customs
of one another. The village,
Maringo, had two major
tribes, and Catholic, Muslim
and Lutheran faiths lived and
celebrated traditions togeth-
er, which impressed the
Bankses.

“I think a lot of places in
the world could take an
example from Tanzania,”
said Wendy Banks, 69, a
retired teacher.

Tanzanians subsist on less
than a dollar a day, and at
least 10 percent of the popu-
lation lives with HIV. The
stigma of the disease, espe-
cially with women, inspired
the Bankses to start a life
skills club to teach how to
prevent the spread of HIV
and brainstorm ways for

HIV-inflicted villagers to sup-
port their families.

High school students from
the club performed skits and
raps for the younger school
kids, and persuaded even
Muslim girls to do condom
demonstrations.

Primary education,
required in Tanzania, is free,
but tuition for high school
costs about $100 a year. Edu-
cating boys takes priority
over girls, but the headmas-
ter in Maringo worked hard
to keep the ratio at 50
percent.

To stay in school, girls
commonly find older men to
finance their education in
exchange for sexual favors.
“Babu” Dave and “Bibi”
Wendy worked to teach the
women to say, “No, not with-
out a condom.”

“You just don’t know if you
get through,” Wendy said.

The headmaster also
requested their help teach-
ing in a high school with 500
students and only two teach-
ers. Dave taught biology and
Wendy taught English to 80
freshmen each.

To start the school’s first
library, the couple called for
donations from Monterey
Peninsula residents, who
mailed nearly 3,000 books.
To cover shipping costs of
nearly $55 a box, the commu-
nity raised $5,000.

The couple’s family also
offered support. A grand-
daughter requested soccer
balls — used or new —
instead of gifts for her 10th
birthday, and shipped them
with pumps to Tanzania. One
of the couple’s daughters
raised money to finance two
girls’ education for three

years.
The couple brought with

them a laptop, printer, solar
charger, shortwave radio and
a power strip, which proved
especially useful in a village
that had just one room with
electricity and many villagers
with cellphones that needed
charging.

Wendy Banks was struck
by villagers’ resourcefulness.

“They can do so much
with so little,” she said.

One memorable side trip
seems to bear this out. To
get to a larger city a few
hours away, the couple rode
in trucks called dala-dalas,
which were crammed with
livestock, people and bags
and had “already lived their
life and died,” Dave Banks
said. On one trip, the truck
got a flat tire. The driver
used a pile of rocks to jack up
the truck, but jammed on the
wrong size spare tire. Soon
after starting up again, the
truck ran out of gas. After the
driver borrowed a bike to
travel to the only village with
gas, he returned and swished
gasoline in his mouth, spit it

on the carburetor, and they
were finally on their way.

“Traveling was just so
awful,” Wendy said.

“When we got off the bus,
we were always real happy,”
Dave said. The average age
of a Peace Corps volunteer is
28, and only 7 percent of vol-
unteers are older than 50 or
married. The organization is
trying to change that. In
November it teamed up with
AARP to reach out to volun-
teers with a lifetime of skills
and professional experience.

The oldest volunteer cur-
rently serving in the Peace
Corps is 82, just five years
younger than the oldest vol-
unteer ever to serve.

But the Peace Corps’ rigor-
ous medical background
may stymie the process for
older Americans, who must
provide thorough documen-
tation to show a clean bill of
health. Though both Wendy
and Dave were in excellent
physical health, the Peace
Corps still requested medical
records dating back to their
20s. Applicants with diseases
like diabetes can serve, but

may be placed closer to med-
ical facilities instead of in
remote villages.

For Dave and Wendy, 18
months passed from the time
they submitted the applica-
tion until they left for Tanza-
nia. Though they returned a
year and a half ago, the cou-
ple still uphold one of the
three Peace Corps goals —
promoting a better under-
standing of Tanzanians to
Americans. They’ve given
numerous talks around the
San Francisco Bay Area and
don’t seem to tire of telling
their stories.

In an African culture that
respects their elders, but also
depends on an extended fam-
ily for support, the Tanzani-
ans thought it odd for two
people to leave their home
and family of four children
and 10 grandchildren.

Wendy’s response: “We’ll
go back to our family . . . and
maybe our family will be bet-
ter, because we had this
experience to share.”

Amy E. West can be
reached at 646-4342 or
awest@montereyherald.com.

Banks
From page A1

Gingrich
From page A1

                                                                  MATT ROURKE/Associated Press

Republican presidential candidate Newt Gingrich speaks
during a South Carolina Republican presidential primary
night rally on Saturday in Columbia, S.C.

en masse to his side.
Texas Rep. Ron Paul fin-

ished fourth, after barely
campaigning in the state.

The results signaled a
party unwilling or unable at
this early stage to rally to
any one candidate as their
champion to challenge
Democratic President
Barack Obama in the fall.
With a recount in Iowa
changing the initial result,
the party now has produced
three winners in as many
states for the first time: San-
torum in Iowa, Romney in
New Hampshire, and now
Gingrich in South Carolina.

The head-snapping turn
of events over five days saw
Romney end the week hav-
ing lost two out of the first
three contests. As late as
Tuesday, he thought he had
won Iowa, knew he’d won
New Hampshire, and led by
a comfortable margin in
South Carolina, where every
winner since 1980 has gone
on to win the Republican
nomination.

At stake Saturday were 25
delegates, with 1,144
needed to clinch the nomi-
nation at the Republican
National Convention in
Tampa the final week of
August.

Next up: a slugfest in Flor-
ida, with two high-stakes
debates before voting —
which started Saturday —
ends on Jan. 31.

“With your help, we are
now moving on to Florida
and beyond,” Gingrich told
supporters in Columbia.
“With your help, I believe I
will become your nominee.”

Gingrich, 68, said he
struck a chord in South
Carolina because he lashed
out at the news media in the
two debates. “It’s not that I
am a good debater,” he said,
“it’s that I embody the
deeply held values of the
American people.”

Gingrich praised each of

his rivals and excoriated
President Barack Obama as
a weak, failed, radical leftist
president.

Earlier, he also made a
quick appeal for donations to
feed his cash-starved
campaign.

“The political establish-
ment in Washington and
their allies in the liberal
media have written our cam-
paign off as dead — not
once, but twice,” Gingrich
said in an e-mail to support-
ers Saturday.

“But here’s something
they couldn’t account for:
the American people know
that we need a Reagan con-
servative to debate Obama,
to draw stark contrasts with
Obama, and to make sure
we defeat Obama.”

Romney, 64, went out
swinging, signaling that he’ll
escalate his attacks on Ging-
rich as the race heads to
Florida and beyond.

“We’ve still got a long way
to go . . . and work to do,”
Romney told supporters in
Columbia, S.C. “We’re now
three contests into a long
primary season. This is a
hard fight because there is
so much worth fighting for.”

He took a veiled shot at
Gingrich for his criticism of
Romney’s record as a
private-equity fund capitalist.

“When my opponents
attack success and free

enterprise they’re not only
attacking me, they’re attack-
ing everyone who dreams of
a better future. They’re
attacking you,” he said. “The
Republican Party doesn’t
demonize success,” he said,
adding that any Republican
who does is “not going to be
fit to be our nominee.”

Santorum, 53, called it a
“wide-open race,” vowing to
take his campaign into Flori-
da. “Three states, three win-
ners, what a great country,”
Santorum said in Charles-
ton, S.C.

Paul, 76, the only remain-
ing candidate who has not
won a state, said it’s still
early and that he’ll keep
fighting to gain delegates.
“That’s the name of the
game and we will pursue it.”
He said his campaign pro-
motes “the cause of liberty”
and that “this is the begin-
ning of a long, hard slog.”

For Gingrich, the win was
a remarkable comeback for
a man given up for politically
dead twice already in this
campaign.

His staff quit last summer
as he languished in the polls
and his fund raising dried
up. He came back to take
the lead in Iowa in Decem-
ber, only to crash again, bur-
ied by a deluge of negative
ads from Romney, his allies
and Paul.

Waffle House customer shoots, kills robber
SPARTANBURG, SC (AP)

— Authorities say a cus-
tomer at a South Carolina
Waffle shop pulled a gun and
shot one of two men trying to
rob the restaurant early
Saturday.

Coroner Rusty Clevenger
identified the dead man as
Dante Lamont Williams, 19,
of Roebuck, who was shot in
the head and body.

Authorities said the cus-
tomer had a concealed

weapon permit and tried to
hold the two men at gunpoint
until officers arrived, but that
one suspect began to point
his gun at the customer, who
then fired shots. The second
robber fled.

go before the Board of
Supervisors on Tuesday.

On Friday, Supervisor
Dave Potter, board chair-
man, said the request would
be pulled from the agenda
and postponed indefinitely.
Potter said the cessation of
the project, after Cal Am
backed out last week, means
there is no credit line. Cal
Am spokeswoman Catherine
Bowie confirmed Thursday it
is no longer available.

Public records request           

The RMC invoices were
provided by the county water
agency under a public
records request filed Jan. 10
by The Open Monterey
Project. They include mil-
lions of dollars of work on
the project beyond what is
being charged to the agency,
including efforts on behalf of
both Cal Am and Marina
Coast.

Gillian Taylor, a director of
The Open Monterey Project,
said the organization sought
the records in the interests of
“accountability, transparency
and meaningful oversight of
taxpayer dollars.”

“We want the public and
the board to know the facts
before this money is autho-
rized and spent, because
these are taxpayer and rate-
payer dollars,” Taylor said.
“That is why we authorized
our attorney to obtain the
public records.”

But the invoices only list
the agency’s portion of

charges under general-task
categories and offer little
detail regarding what specific
tasks were charged to the
agency.

The invoices were added
Friday to the board report on
the credit line request.

The records provided by
the agency in response to the
request did not include any
contracts involving RMC’s
subconsultants, who billed
nearly $110,000 for their
work to the agency through
RMC. Nor did they offer any
record of communication
between the water agency’s
former general manager,
Curtis Weeks, and RMC
regarding oversight, billing
or payment of the work.

There were also no
records of any claims filed by
the county against RMC or
any discussion of filing a
claim.

Bills bonanza                           

According to RMC’s invoic-
es, the firm amassed nearly
$460,000 in desal project
charges before the supervi-
sors even approved use of the
Cal Am credit line in March
2011. However, RMC didn’t
submit invoices for its work
until late April through
mid-May.

Despite the $286,000 credit
line cap set by the supervi-
sors in March, and despite
agency officials ordering a
halt to work on the project’s
brackish source water wells
and pipeline that month,
RMC kept up its bills, charg-
ing about $238,000 more for
work done from late April
through late August.

RMC stopped virtually all

work on the project in
August because of the water
agency’s failure to pay the
firm’s bills, and the project
partners went to mediation.

Potter noted that the
county and Cal Am have
agreed to continue working
together to resolve the
remaining issues related to
the desal project, including
outstanding bills. He said he
is no longer willing to allow
the use of more agency
funds to pay project bills.

According to agency
records, the county has
spent nearly $4 million on
the project so far, about half
of that on legal expenses.  

Potter said the board had
not yet considered going
after RMC’s $5 million in lia-
bility insurance, intended to
indemnify the county and its
desal partners from “wrong-
ful acts” by the firm.

RMC paid former county
water board member Steve
Collins $160,000 for his work
on the desal project while he
was a public official and
while the firm was working
for Marina Coast. 

Principal Lyndel Melton
said Collins and Weeks
assured him county officials
had approved the arrange-
ment and that there would be
no conflict of interest.

RMC later won a $28 mil-
lion deal to manage the
project, and Collins is facing
felony conflict of interest
charges for being financially
interested in three key desal
project contracts.

Jim Johnson can be reached
at 753-6753 or
jjohnson@monterey
herald.com.

Bills
From page A1

chip away at the “Lettuce
Curtain” between the Penin-
sula and Salinas Valley. Joint
press conferences on shared
interests will feature mayors
from both sides of the coun-
ty. The chairmanship rotates
annually between a Penin-
sula mayor and a Salinas Val-
ley mayor. The new chair-
man is Gonzales Mayor
Maria Orozco.

At times, the mayors’
group wears a far more for-
mal hat — established under
state law — as the City Selec-
tion Committee, which
names city representatives to
a number of boards, commis-
sions and other bodies.

Those bodies with city rep-
resentatives include the
county Water Resources
Agency board, the Local
Agency Formation Commis-
sion, or LAFCO, and the
Monterey Peninsula Water
Management District, and
several others with lower
profiles.

Sand City Mayor David
Pendergrass has been the
mayors’ appointee to the
Peninsula water district since
1993, and served a few terms
in the 1980s on the agency
board.

Marina Mayor Bruce Del-
gado said the appointments
are the main thing the may-
ors’ group does.

“We share a little bit of
information, but aside from

that, it’s not that productive
of an association,” he said.

The mayors’ group has
been part of the governmen-
tal backdrop in Monterey
County for decades, and
today each city pays $1,100 a
year to keep it going. A
regional representative of the
League of California Cities is
the group’s current part-time
employee.

“Cities in Monterey
County feel like they have a
lot of common issues they
want to discuss,” said staff
assistant Deanna Sessums.

At the association’s final
three meetings in 2011,
according to minutes, topics
of discussion included state
funding, the history of LAF-
CO, a briefing by Assembly-
man Bill Monning, D-
Carmel, and an overview of
the Peninsula water district’s
activities.

The current move by six
Peninsula cities to form a

new regional water agency to
work on the area’s perennial
water supply issues didn’t
directly stem from the coun-
tywide mayors’ group.

“It may have come from
the bowels of the mayors’
association, just by happen-
stance,” McCloud said.

The proposed new water
authority was never reviewed
by the mayors’ association
and grew out of efforts by the
six Peninsula mayors, she
said. But a few years ago, the
idea of new water authority
to tackle the Peninsula’s
water dilemma was floated at
a mayors’ association meet-
ing by a county Water
Resources Agency official.

“It sort of waxed and
waned and then waned,”
McCloud said.

But last year the idea was
resurrected by six Peninsula
mayors.

The recent push, McCloud
said, resulted from “heavy

lifting by the six Peninsula
cities.”

The Peninsula mayors ini-
tially met on the water
agency idea after a meeting
of the City Selection Commit-
tee and followed that session
with several others,
Monterey City Manager
Fred Meurer said.

The mayors’ association is
not a local legislative body
and, therefore, not subject to
the state’s open meetings
law. That was the conclusion
of an opinion by the county
counsel’s office more than a
decade ago, Sessums said.

Still, cities where each
monthly meeting is held are
encouraged to post the agen-
das, and public members —

who occasionally attend —
aren’t turned away from the
association’s noon-to-1:30
p.m. meetings.

“They pay for their own
lunch or don’t eat,” McCloud
said.

But when the mayors’
group wears the hat of the
County Selection Committee,
those gatherings must be
open to the public and meet
the requirements of the open
meetings law, or Brown Act.

“Usually they will meet
before the mayors’ associa-
tion, but they meet as
needed when there is an
appointment or vacancy or
expiring term,” Sessums
said.

Meurer said the mayors’

association has no power
itself, but provides “a conve-
nient opportunity for mayors
to meet and discuss issues
and compare ideas.”

City managers in
Monterey, Santa Cruz and
San Benito counties have a
similar group that meets
regularly.

The mayors’ group pro-
vides a good link between
Central Coast cities and the
Sacramento-based League of
California Cities, Meurer
said, making each city’s
$1,100 contribution more
than worthwhile.

Larry Parsons can be
reached at 646-4379 or
lparsons@monterey
herald.com.

Mayoral appointments
 Wearing the formal hat of the City Selection Committee, the 12

mayors of Monterey County make a number of appointments
to a wide range of some very important and some very
obscure county government agencies.

Here are the current mayoral appointees:
Airport Land Use Commission: Carmelita Garcia and John Huerta
Film Commission: Felix Bachofner
Local Agency Formation Commission: Dennis Donohue, Bruce

Delgado, Maria Orozco (alternate)
Monterey Peninsula Water Management District: David Pendergrass
Water Resources Agency: Fred Ledesma
Monterey Bay Unified Air Pollution Control District: Carmelita Garcia

and Fred Ledesma
Community Restorative Justice Commission: John Huerta
Emergency Communications Policy Advisory Council: Fred Ledesma,

Carmelita Garcia and Jerry Edelen
Remote Access Network Board: Felix Bachofner

Mayors
From page A1

Felix
Bachofner
Seaside

Robert
Cullen
King City
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Delgado
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Chuck
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Pacific Grove

John
Huerta
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The mayors
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